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INTRODUCTION 

Our English Language Arts classroom provides 6th graders with a rich environment for 

practicing reading, writing, speaking, listening, and research skills.  Instructional activities 

align with the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards, and provide all students with a 

strong English foundation as they prepare for middle school. 

 

A successful ELA classroom fosters a learning environment in which self-discovery and 

cooperation are essential.  Students are expected to participate fully in daily activities that 

will strengthen their understanding of the writing process, and will guide their growth as 

deeper readers of quality literature.  Students are responsible for coming to class on time 

and prepared with the proper materials, keeping an organized ELA notebook, and working 

hard independently and with others.  

 

WRITING 

We work together to create a community of writers, a comfortable place where students 

will explore a variety of types of writing for various purposes and audiences. Major writing 

pieces will include narratives, informative pieces, and arguments. We focus on 6-Traits and 

the Jane Schaffer model of writing, while prewriting, drafting, getting feedback, revising, 

editing, and sharing our work.  Structured mini-lessons covering specific skills of the writing 

craft are also featured. All students will regularly utilize Google applications such as Docs 

and Slides, www.MyAccess.com and www.noredink.com to practice keyboarding along with 

their writing skills. 
 

LITERATURE/READING/VOCABULARY 

Students will learn and apply reading strategies to works of fiction and non-fiction, 

featuring short stories, novels, poetry, drama, and informational text.  Reading closely and 

citing evidence from grade-level text will be regularly practiced. Also, we will focus on 

literary elements, including plot, conflict, character development, setting, point of view, 

figurative language, mood, symbol, and theme.  Class novels planned for this year include 

Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan, and The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, along with 

several read-aloud stories of various genres. Additionally, students will regularly study 

Greek/Latin roots to expand their vocabulary. Independent reading, both in class and at 

home, is expected on a regular basis.  Students track their own books quarterly on a Reading 

Record Sheet, and must complete at least one book every two weeks. Each day, students 

must have an appropriate book with them for silent reading opportunities in class and/or 

PBL. 
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MATERIALS 

 ELA Notebook (must be a Composition Book) 

 Binder section, filled with loose leaf paper, stocked pencil pouch 

 Silent reading book 

 Colored pencils 

 Optional: personal stapler, sticky notes 

 Link to Holt McDougal Literature textbook available on my web page  

 

GRADES 

 All 6th graders, and their parents, should be tracking grades on 

Infinite Campus weekly: 

 User Name: student id# and Password: Birthday Year/Month/Day 

(i.e. 2003/01/25 for a January 25, 2003 birthday) 

 Check the Planbook link on my web page for class work and homework 

information 

 Parents, please email me with any concerns or questions 

 

PRINTING 

Students will regularly be asked to print some writing assignments AT 

HOME. Please have ample paper and ink on hand so they do not miss out on 

any of the valuable steps of the writing process in class. Please let me know 

if a printer is not available at home, so we can make other arrangements for 

your child. 
 

 

 

 



  

 


